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SPEECH BY THE CABINET SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION- HON. JULIUS MIGOS OGAMBA, EBS DURING  THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE   “ NEW DIRECTIONS IN LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT CONFERENCE SUB SAHARAN AFRICA EDITION- 2024”  CONFERENCE ON 25TH SEPTEMBER  2024 AT JW MARRIOT AT 9.00 AM

· The Senior Leadership of the British Council,
· Officials of the Ministry of Education,
· Invited guests,
· Distinguished delegates,
· Ladies and gentlemen, 
Good morning,

I am honoured to be part of this distinguished gathering here today convened to reflect on language assessment in a complex multicultural and diverse linguistic landscape. 
This conference brings together policy makers, and experts in language education and assessment from the region and round the world and presents a vital opportunity to rethink and enhance our approaches to language assessment, particularly for English, within our richly diverse linguistic environment.
The conference also gives me great pride, being the first time the British Council New Directions in Language Assessment Conference is being held in Sub-Saharan Africa, and Kenya in particular, since its   inception in Beijing- China in 2013. 
On that note, allow me to welcome you to Kenya by saying karibu Kenya in Kiswahili.


Ladies and gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Government of Kenya, I take this early opportunity to extend my gratitude to the British Council for organizing this conference, which provides a platform for a conversation on the future of language assessment. 
I also appreciate the collaboration between the British Council and the Ministry of Education in the core skills development framework and the establishment of a Pan-Africa Regional Resource Centre in partnership with the Kenya National Examinations Council, among others.  
Ladies and gentlemen,
This conference is timely, as it comes against a backdrop of international discourse on language, national identity, globalization and multiculturalism; with UNESCO adding its voice on the need to safeguard indigenous languages. This is more so in Africa, which has 2582 languages (and 1382 dialects) out of 6703 world languages; with Kenya having approximately 60 indigenous languages.  
The recognition of February, 21 as the International Mother Language Day and July, 7 as the as the World Kiswahili Language Day by UNESCO is a testament of the central role indigenous languages play in the world today.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Kenya has taken strides to safeguard her indigenous languages through  a national language policy premised on article (7) of Kenya’s  2010 Constitution which identifies Kiswahili as the national language, while both English and Kiswahili are the official languages. 
The Constitution further recognizes the role of indigenous languages, sign language, braille and other communication formats and technologies in improving accessibility of information and opportunities to people. 
The 2018 National Curriculum Policy of the Republic of Kenya, and the 2019 Basic Education Curriculum Framework further pronounce themselves on language matters in Kenya.
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Despite indigenous languages being critical in socio-political spheres, the English language continues to play a huge role in the global market place in areas of education, sports, global commerce and business, diplomacy and international relations.   
As a matter of fact, English language has distinguished itself as the most used international language with about 500 million people being first language speakers, 400 million second language speakers and 750 million as foreign language speakers. English is also the official language in at least 75 countries in the world, and 21 countries in Africa.


Distinguished delegates,
[bookmark: _GoBack]The reflections in this conference whose theme is “rethinking policy and practice for English in complex linguistic landscapes” is premised on  English being seen as a dominant language in the midst of linguistic diversity and multilingual complexities.
Therefore, I am certain that submissions by researchers, policy makers and educators during this conference will explore challenges and opportunities amidst this complexity; and ultimately contribute to policy improvement and better assessment practices. 
Our commitment to improving language assessment is more crucial than ever, as it plays a fundamental role in shaping educational outcomes and equipping our students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to thrive in an ever-changing world.
As you gather to explore new directions, it is essential that you address the unique linguistic and educational challenges faced by our region. The diversity of languages and cultures in Sub-Saharan Africa demands that assessment practices be both innovative and inclusive. We must ensure that the tools and methods are not only effective but also sensitive to the rich tapestry of languages and traditions that characterize our continent.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Allow me to share a few insights to demonstrate why this conference is relevant to Kenya’s new Competency Based Curriculum (CBC), which has brought a paradigm shift on educational assessment in Kenya.
To start with, the CBC framework is designed to ensure that students are not merely acquiring knowledge; but are also able to apply what they have learnt in real-world contexts.  This calls for innovative ways of assessing learners’ competencies.  
Additionally, CBC has mainstreamed indigenous, sign, braille, Kiswahili, English and Foreign languages across all levels of education, demonstrating a clear awareness on a multilingual environment that learners face in the real world. 
Further still, English language and literature has been given recognition in Senior School, particularly in the social sciences pathway. 
On that note, I am confident that the proceedings from this conference will help Kenyan policy makers and language experts distill best practices in language assessment, appropriate for the CBC curriculum being rolled out.  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Having spoken so much about language from a broader sense, there is need to look at language assessment by posing a few rhetoric questions to help us interrogate the discourse in this conference, for instance:  Why should we assess language? What are the tools for language assessment? How do the tools cater for the diversity of learners of English as a Second or Foreign Language in Africa? What are the resources to enhance informal language learning, and are they accessible to all? Can technology, especially Artificial Intelligence be used to make English language learning and assessment more meaningful, interactive and productive? 
I am certain the delegates in this room will exhaustively respond to these and many other questions relevant to the topics that will be presented in this conference. 
As I conclude, 
This conference is an invaluable step towards rethinking and revitalizing our English language policies and practices in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
As we move forward, let us root for learning environments that are inclusive, innovative and customized to meet the needs of the learners. 
Let us enhance English language education and assessment by embracing diversity, adopting modern assessment approaches and empowering learners to achieve their fullest potential. 
I am optimistic that the dialogue in this conference on the assessment of English language its challenges, opportunities integration of information communication technology and other dynamics will lead to resolutions and a communique that will provide a blue print to policy makers and language experts on how to best carry out language assessment in such complex multilingual and technological environment.
I wish to reiterate the willingness of the Ministry of Education to collaborate and partner with the British Council and other partners in the improvement of English language curriculum, instruction and learning approaching and provision of tools and technologies in language assessment. 
With these many remarks, it is now my singular pleasure to declare this conference officially opened. 
God Bless You!
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